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Chronology of Prince Imperial Ui
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Kang Lee(1877~1955) was born as the son of Emperor Gojong in 1877. His mother was the court lady
Chang. He was first named Pyunggil and he used Mano as his pseudonym. He was the royal prince of the
Joseon Dynasty, but he was not allowed to live in the palace. Empress Myeongseong was not happy with his
birth since his mother was her court lady. He was sent out to his birth mother’s family to live outside of the
palace. He studied there with his uncle.

Empress Myeongseong summoned him to the court in 1891. The crown prince was not in good health and all
the other princes had passed away in their early age. He was given a title of Prince Uihwa in 1891 and cele-
brated his coming of age in 1892. In 1893, he was married to Duksoo Kim of Yeon-An Kim clan.

In 1894, he visited Japan as a good will ambassador to commemorate the victory of Japan in the Sino-
Japanese War and he was appointed as a special ambassador to European countries in 1895 just after the
brutal assassination of the Empress Myeongseong. He stayed in Japan for some time and moved to the USA
to study. In 1900, he was installed as the Prince Imperial Ui along with the Prince Yeong while he was
abroad. He studied in Weslyan University in Ohio and Roanoke College in Virginia. Until he came back to
Joseon in 1906, he had to lead the insecure life in the foreign countries. He tried to return a couple of times

and failed. He had to fight with the political conspiracy and the assassination plot against him.
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As soon as he returned, he was given a title of high rank in the army on April 8, 1906. Emperor Gojong con-
ferred him the Grand Medal of the Golden Rule on the next day. On July 12, he was appointed as the second
president of the Korean Red Cross. The ministry for the Prince Imperial Ui was set up and filled it with the
civil officials. On July 24, he received the Gold Book and Seal since he was absent in his installation cere-
mony.

His wife of Yeon-An Kim clan was installed as Princess Ui in 1907. The western style Sadong Palace was
built for him in 1908. He tried to lead an active role in Korean Empire to compensate for his long absence,
but it didn’t go well as planned. He was demoted to the status of Lord Kang Lee in 1910. Japan annexed Ko-

rean Empire forcibly and Emperor Sunjong was dethroned.




oJFIg = HE J[AL
An Article on Prince Imperial Ui's Return to Korea in ‘Huangseong Shinmun’
SHAIE 1906 48 7R}

1906 HdLhzof 2fEIgo

FUDFUSH A%

38

| 42 620il H1=3IRSS Z=5ta AL



013

ST E Aol B pEsAl R

Lieutenant General’s Ceremonial Uniform

1900 0|F | 2%
Ato| SZ10| 44cm 7E&E2| 93cm 5H2] Z10] 110cm
HIMCHSt S AR

19008 78 22 'STYEEYMAL 70| ME S2EY dl=0[Ct 2
TH| =2E ROE=FE FLO| HE WL = E2 2 Q= HE 22
AE|EHO|CH 8Z9| QUXAIY A01TA], QHES| SM X2 =21 E 671,
AltHe| 2M & SO2 AZAHESE, 1840~1911)7t Zetgol sHEECk
1906 48 820l STEIY0| YHE 2TIZ0| Y11 U= AR & o=t

LR[S,

[y

CHef| 4

39



S
=

A SRKH)

o
o
QLY

o
Grand Medal of the Golden Rule

2%

014

M= 2A
CH<4: Z0] 146¢m 2 1icm

&t

o

S 7.8cn Z0[ 12.4cm
8.9cm

g X

N=

b

K0
I+

=5 Hesala XzHS

o
O'I'I'&||

Rioz FYEL tes

Ai2ls WMo 2 =|0] UM,

=}
—

| 25 e Sxpw

=A°
T

SEEEEE
2ot

F

oo

IERAEBES 4204

=3

4 42 9lo]| -

L=
[l

ct.

40



CEE 23 g
BXo] HHol|= SRHELRA 0|2t M7AK QUct.



015

42

SR (2545057 3%
R EEE R AR EE
Imperial 50 Years Felicitations Commemorative Medal

for Emperor Gojong
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Commemorative Medal for Emperor Gojong'’s
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Emperor Gojong's Letter of Appointment to
Prince Imperial Ui as the President of
the Korean Red Cross
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Folding Screen written by Prince Imperial Ui
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Calligraphy written by Prince Imperial Ui

20M7| = | B0lofl o
712 56cm M2 171.5cm

olFIy Al At

559 BE o] 2= ollu Algol 9l

52



023 o|XI%t oM HHTEE
Calligraphy written by Prince Imperial Ui
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Calligraphy written by Prince Imperial Ui
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Calligraphy written by Prince Imperial Ui
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Calligraphy written by Prince Imperial Ui

I
¥ |l %
20M7| & | HIEH| o & E@L
7t2 497cm MIZ 1515cm = 'E
ORI MRS A%
+FEG gy 2 HOE )L
‘j .
%
A

A gL SR

e
MRS P R DM IRAT
R LIRSS RNG

m

=

<

S

Vs

i i
| R T

028 O|XIf IM| HEIFESR
Calligraphy written by Prince Imperial Ui
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Prince Imperial Ui actively involved in anti-Japanese independence movement during the Japanese occupation. The Imperial
Press was founded in 1902 to prevent the Japanese invasion. The royal court used this press as the forefront to support the
independence movement. The Press was officially disbanded after the brutal assassination of Empress Myeongseong.
The prince continued the unofficial connection with the interested personnels. He got exposed in October 1909 while he was
stationed in the Guchang Province for a month to support the righteous army of the area. We found the clues of his involve-
ment in prince’s praise letters in the portraits of Byungchan Yim and Kaeyup Oh who were the leaders of the righteous army of
the southwestern region of Korea.

He sent his personal message to the Provisional Government of Korea in Shanghai. He wanted to exile to the Provisional
Government of Korea with the help of the Korean Independence Movement Organization, but failed.

He was house arrested and subjected to a tight surveillance from Japan since the exile attempt. Despite this, he continued to
work to let other countries to know the brutal Japanese rule over the Korean Empire. He wrote an associated article in La
Corée Libre which was the monthly magazine of the Provisional Government of Korea’s Paris division. He also wrote in
Shinhanminbo, the paper of the Korean community in the USA, of Japanese cruel maneuvering. He asserted that he rather
wanted to die as a commoner of his home country. In 1921, he participated as the representative of royal family in drawing up
a petition for the reconciliation of Korean independence from Japan to present it to the conference in Washington DC which
conferred the pending issues of the East Pacific Asia. In 1930, he was forced to sign on his retirement letter and passed his

Lord title of Sadong Palace to his son, Geon Lee. Then he moved to Japan and stayed there temporarily.
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Prince Imperial Ui’s Activities Shown on the Shanghai Version of
‘Dongnip Shinmun(The Independent)’ Newspaper
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Foreign Activities of Prince Imperial Ui

84

SHAQIDIX|EfF US| M(EERIA RBATFF&HE, WSIRISHETE Z12(M)

Petition Presented to the Conference on Limitation of Armament and the Far East
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A Close Watch by Japanese Government
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N 91 ;ﬂ%ﬂ] 1880~1964

#2 Bl F 42 Her Imperial Highness Princess Ui
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Princess Ui (1880~1964) was the daughter of Sajoon Kim of Yeon-An Kim clan. Her name was Duksoo
Kim. She was married to Prince Uihwa on December 6, 1893, and named Lady Yeonwonkoon. Prince Ui-
hwa was installed in 1900 and Princess Ui was installed later in 1907.

The couple had no children of their own. Children by royal concubines were registered later as their legal
children. Most of the children by concubines were raised by their own mothers outside of the palace. A few
of the children including the fifth daughter, Haikyung Lee, were raised by Princess Ui in Sadong Palace. She
endowed the royal concubines who bore children with honorable status and let them live in the special resi-
dence. Princess Ui cherished the children and called them royal highness’s children.

She was kind, wise and well read. She tried to maintain the royal etiquettes and rules as the last line of royal
family. She took good care of Prince Imperial Ui. She was baptized as a catholic in 1955. She died with
dignity in 1964 in Chil Palace even after all the suffering of poverty and Korean War.
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Imperial Honored Consort Sunheon and Princess Ui
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The Chinjam Rites of Empress Sunjeonghyo
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Princess Ui’s Ceremonial Robe
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Princess Ui's Ceremonial Skirt
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Princess Ui’s Ceremonial Coronet
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Lee Haikyung's Pendant
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Lee Haikyung’s Hair Ribbon
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Princess Ui’s Last Words
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Imperial Family Tree
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Family Story of Prince Imperial Ui
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I am sorry that we all fell apart. I sorrow for your suffering and burden.

I might not be here long enough to meet you again.

I deeply wish that all my offspring become person of good upbringing and nature.
Please keep your sorrow in mind.

And be fine person worthy of respect not to disgrace ourselves in the future.

— Excerpt from Princess Ui’s last words to her descendants
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Photo Album of the Japanese Imperial Family
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Yi Geon'’s Insignia
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Park Chanju’s Jade-green Hanbok
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Donggwang, The First Edition of Jeonju Lee Clan’s Magazine
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Silver Incense Case
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Silver Wine Vessels
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Silver Teapot

20M17] | 2
20| 20cm

oIEId7 A S| &Y

077 SH|E|AS %K

Silver Teaspoons

20M71 1 2
210] 9~11.5¢cm

oIFId7EAI S| &F

134



o LRI, maT

Silver Teapot
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Yi Wu's Inkstone and Case
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Calligraphy written by Heungseon Daewongun
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Calligraphy written by Yi Junyong
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